The national finances were in a bad way. An attempt 193
to float an internal loan had met "with very little re-
sponse. The Cabinet members all became discouraged
and resigned. Pilsudski formed a new Cabinet, non-
partisan, with Paderewski the premier, with some mem-
bers from the Conservative party. He did not consider
whether they were of the Eight or the Left, but were
they able men who could serve Poland? They must unite
the torn nation into a whole and every person must help.
The elections for Parliament took place at the end
of January. There was a highly democratic suffrage—
no educational qualification, no property qualification,
no exclusions on the ground of sex or race or religion.
The women of Poland owe their unusual status as citi-
zens to Pilsudski who immediately said "Yes," when a
delegation went to him to ask for the privilege of voting
and holding office.
The first Parliament met on February ninth—sooner
than any of Poland's neighbors were ready to construct
their states—Czechoslovakia or Finland, Lithuania or
Latvia or Estonia. Pilsudski addressed the members,
stressing the need for hard work in the enormous task
before them all. Eleven days later he surrendered Ms
power to Parliament, which voted unanimously that he
should continue as Chief of State until a president could
be chosen under the Constitution. They could not fore-
see that a war would delay this and that he would re-
main in office till the end of 1922.
The situation had changed since November. Pilsud-
ski's authority and prestige were growing at home and
at Paris, while the conservative party was growing
weaker. The new Cabinet was recognized by the Na-
tional Committee, thus avoiding a double Polish repre-
sentation at the Peace Conference. Paderewski went to
Paris to urge Poland's claims before the treaty makers.
Pilsudski raised an army to defend them.

